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Title 1: General Rules 

1.1 San Manuel Rules of Court General Rules 

These Rules are entitled the San Manuel Rules of Court, Title 1 - General Rules. 

1.2 Authority 

The Rules in the San Manuel Rules of Court are adopted by the Judiciary Board of the 
Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation under the authority of Article XII of the 
Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation Constitution.  

1.3 Construction 

(a) Liberal Construction. These Rules shall be liberally construed to
promote the just, efficient, and orderly administration of justice and the
fair resolution of proceedings before the Tribal Court.

(b) Interaction with Tribal Law. Nothing in these Rules shall be
construed to repeal, limit, or conflict with any provision of Tribal law.
These Rules shall be interpreted in a manner consistent with applicable
Tribal law and, where possible, to achieve harmony in their application.

(c) Tribal Sovereignty and Tribal Principles.  These Rules shall be
interpreted and applied in a manner consistent with the practices and
values of the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation and in furtherance of the
Nation’s sovereignty.

(d) Use of Persuasive Authority. Where Tribal law does not directly
resolve an issue, the Tribal Court may consider as persuasive authority the
laws, rules, and decisions of other tribal courts, federal courts, state courts,
or other jurisdictions. Such authority may be considered where it assists
the Tribal Court in promoting fair and efficient resolution of matters, but
shall not be binding, shall not override Tribal law, and shall not be applied
so as to effectively amend Tribal law or these Rules.

(e) Relationship to Tribal Law and Rules of Civil Procedure. These
Rules govern the administration, practice, and management of
proceedings before the Tribal Court. The Rules of Civil Procedure govern
civil procedure. These Rules shall be interpreted to supplement and
operate consistently with the Judicial Code and the Rules of Civil
Procedure. In the event of a conflict, Tribal law, including the Judicial
Code and Rules of Civil Procedure, shall control. These Rules shall govern
matters of administration and practice not inconsistent therewith.

1.4 Definitions 

In these Rules: 

(a) “Chief Judge” means the presiding judicial officer of the Tribal Court, or a
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judge designated to act in that capacity, and includes responsibility for the 
administration and supervision of the Tribal Court as provided by Tribal law. 

(b) “Conformed copy” means a copy of a document filed with the Tribal Court that
reflects the Court’s filing endorsement, including a file stamp or other
confirmation of filing issued by the Court Clerk, whether by physical or electronic
means;

(c) “Counsel” or “legal counsel” means an attorney, lay advocate or other
authorized representative admitted to practice before the Tribal Court;

(d) “Court” or “Tribal Court” means the San Manuel Tribal Court and includes all
courts and dispute resolution forums as may be established by the Governing
Council in the San Manuel Judicial Code, as amended;

(e) “Court Day” means any day on which the Tribal Court is open for business,
excluding Holidays;

(f) “Day” means calendar day unless otherwise indicated;

(g) “Governing Council” means the governing body of the Yuhaaviatam of San
Manuel Nation pursuant to the Nation’s Constitution;

(h) “Holiday” shall mean Saturday, Sunday and any legal holiday observed by the
Nation;

(i) “Judiciary Board” means the independent board reporting only to the
Governing Council established by the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation
Constitution at Article XII;

(j) “Tribal law” means the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation Constitution, any
duly enacted ordinance, code, or regulation of the Tribe, actions of the Tribe by
referendum or resolution, common law of the Tribal Court and the customs,
traditions, and generally accepted practices of the Nation; and

(k) “Tribe” and “Nation” when capitalized, mean the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel
Nation.

(l) “United States mail” includes delivery through the United States Postal
Service and delivery through commercially available courier or delivery services,
including but not limited to FedEx, UPS, or similar courier services, unless
otherwise specified.

1.5 Computation of Time

(a) Unless otherwise specified, periods stated in days refer to calendar days.

(b) In computing a period of time prescribed by these Rules, the first day shall be
excluded and the last day included, unless the last day is a Holiday, in which
event the period extends to the next Court Day.

(c) If a period is fewer than seven (7) days, Holidays shall not be counted.
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(d) When a Rule or order specifies a period in Court Days, only Court Days shall be
counted.

(e) Additional Time After Service.

1. When a prescribed period of time begins to run after service of a document
and service is made by United States mail, three (3) calendar days shall be
added to the prescribed period, unless otherwise ordered by the Tribal
Court.

2. Service by electronic mail, when authorized under these Rules, is complete
upon transmission to the electronic service address of record. No
additional time shall be added for service by electronic mail unless
otherwise ordered by the Tribal Court.

1.6 Extension or Shortening of Time 

Unless otherwise provided by Tribal law or these Rules, the Tribal Court may, for good 
cause shown or on its own motion, extend or shorten the time within which a party must 
perform any act under the Rules. 

1.7 Court Holidays 

The Tribal Court shall observe tribal government Holidays. When a Holiday specified 
falls on a Saturday, the Tribal Court will observe the Holiday on the preceding Friday. 
When a Holiday falls on a Sunday, the Tribal Court will observe the Holiday on the 
following Monday. A listing of the current Holidays can be found on the Tribal Court's 
website. 

1.8 Time of filing; Filing by Mail; Filing by Facsimile Transmission or 
other Means 

(a) Time of Filing

Unless otherwise provided, a document is deemed filed upon receipt by 
the Tribal Court. The date and time of filing shall be reflected by the Court 
Clerk’s file stamp or other official confirmation of filing. If a document is 
received during Court business hours, it shall be deemed filed at the time 
received. Documents received outside of Tribal Court business hours shall 
be deemed filed as of the opening of business on the next Court Day, 
unless the Tribal Court orders otherwise.  

(b) Filing by Mail

Filing may be done by mail addressed to the Court Clerk but shall not be 
deemed to be timely filed unless received by the Court Clerk by the filing 
deadline. When filing by mail, the party filing the document must include 
two (2) copies and a self-addressed envelope with sufficient postage for 
return of the conformed copies. 
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(c) Electronic Filing

(1) Except as may be otherwise provided in these Court Rules, any
pleading, document, or other paper to be filed with the Tribal Court
may be filed by electronic mail in accordance with this section. The
Tribal Court may establish additional or alternative electronic filing
procedures by administrative order.

(2) Parties filing by electronic mail (“email”) shall include a signature,
which may be electronic in compliance with these Rules, on the
document and submit it with any attachments or exhibits in .PDF
format. Such submissions shall be directed to
tribalcourtfilings@sanmanuel-nsn.gov with the case number and
the party submitting the document in the subject line.

i. Such emails shall be from a valid email address identified in
the document as the filing party's email address of record.

ii. The filing party shall obtain and maintain in its records a
transmission record of the submission from the applicable
email software program.

(3) Upon receipt, the Court Clerk shall provide confirmation to the
filing party of the date and time the email was received and shall
record the date and time of receipt of the email. The filing date shall
be determined in accordance with Section 1.8(a).

(4) Electronic filings may be submitted at any time. Electronic filings
received after 5:00 P.M. shall be deemed received at the opening of
business on the next Court Day for purposes of determining the
filing date under these Rules.

(5) Pleadings, including their exhibits and attachments thereto, must
be electronically transmitted in the form and format required under
these Court Rules. Pleadings containing defects will not be deemed
to have been filed as of the electronic transmission receipt date and
will be rejected in the same manner as if the pleading was physically
delivered to the Tribal Court for filing.

(6) In the event of an equipment malfunction or a transmission failure
originating from any source other than the filing party, if the filing
party produces evidence generated by the transmitting email
program that the electronic transmission occurred on the date and
time represented by the filing party, the pleading will be deemed to
have been transmitted as of the date so represented.

(7) Nothing herein shall be construed to modify the filing deadlines
and applicable time periods set forth in Tribal law or these Court
Rules.
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(8) In the event of a Tribal Court system outage or other technical
failure, or inability to access the Tribal Court’s designated filing
system, affecting the ability to file electronically, a filing shall be
deemed timely if submitted within twenty-four (24) hours after
restoration of service, unless otherwise ordered by the Tribal Court.

(9) The failure to pay any required filing fee at the time of submission
or within the time required by these Rules shall not affect the date
or time of filing. The filing party shall pay any required filing fee
within five (5) Court Days after submission, unless otherwise
ordered by the Tribal Court or waived pursuant to applicable Rules.
The Tribal Court may extend or shorten this time for good cause. If
a required filing fee is not timely paid, the Tribal Court may take
appropriate action, including striking the filing, vacating any relief
obtained, imposing sanctions, or dismissing the matter, as justice
requires.

(d) Record of Proceedings

Proceedings before the Tribal Court shall be recorded in a manner
sufficient to preserve an accurate record of the evidence and proceedings,
as directed by the Tribal Court. The Tribal Court may utilize electronic
recording, a court reporter, or other appropriate means. The method of
recording may be determined in light of the nature of the proceeding, the
issues presented, and the needs of the Tribal Court and the parties.

(e) Authorized Methods of Filing

Documents shall be filed only through methods authorized by these Rules
or by order of the Tribal Court. Filings submitted outside authorized
channels shall not be effective unless expressly accepted by the Tribal
Court. The Tribal Court may, in the interest of justice, permit a filing to be
deemed effective notwithstanding a technical defect in the method of
submission. The Tribal Court may, in its discretion, accept or reject filings
that do not comply with these Rules. A defect in form shall not, by itself, be
grounds for denial of relief where the interests of justice favor
consideration of the filing.

(f) Signatures

All documents filed with the Tribal Court shall be signed by the party or
counsel submitting the document. Electronic signatures are permitted and
shall have the same force and effect as an original signature. By signing or
filing a document, the party or counsel certifies that the document is
submitted in good faith and in compliance with these Rules and applicable
Tribal law.

1.9 Service 

(a) Completion of Service
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Unless otherwise provided, service by personal delivery is complete upon 
delivery, service by United States mail is complete upon deposit in the 
mail, and service by electronic means is complete as provided in these 
Rules. The Court may determine completion of service for other 
authorized methods. 

(b) Methods of Service

Unless otherwise provided by Tribal law or Tribal Court order, service may
be made by personal delivery, United States mail, or electronic service
where consent has been provided or where authorized by the Tribal Court.

(c) Service on a Party or Attorney

Whenever a document is required to be served on a party, the service must
be made on the party's counsel of record appearing in the Tribal Court
proceeding if the party is represented; if not, to the party.

(d) “Serve and File”

Unless otherwise provided, a requirement to “serve and file” means that a
document shall be served on all parties entitled to service and filed with
the Tribal Court together with proof of service.

(e) “Proof of Service”

As used in these Rules, “proof of service” means a declaration stating that
service has been made as provided in (a) and (b). If the proof of service
names counsel for separately represented parties, it must also state which
party or parties each counsel served is representing. If the party is self-
represented, the proof of service must identify the self-represented party
served.

(f) Service by Publication

1. Upon motion supported by affidavit or declaration demonstrating due
diligence in attempting personal or other authorized service, the Judge
may permit service by publication consistent with the Judicial Code
provisions governing service by publication, including YSMNC 28.2.2,
as amended.

2. Unless otherwise ordered by the Tribal Court, service by publication
shall be made by:

i. Prominently posting copies of the notice and complaint in two
(2) public places on the Reservation for three (3) consecutive
weeks; and

ii. Publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the vicinity
of the Reservation for three (3) consecutive weeks; and
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3. Public places on the Reservation may include, but are not limited to:

i. The Tribal Court

ii. The Community Center, where appropriate;

iii. Other publicly accessible government or community facilities

as designated by the Tribal Court.

4. The Tribal Court may specify the locations, manner, and timing of

posting in its order permitting service by publication.

5. Proof of service by publication shall be filed with the Tribal Court and

shall include:

i. a declaration describing the dates, locations, and manner of

posting; and

ii. proof of publication from the newspaper of general circulation.

(g) Service by Multiple Methods; Courtesy Copies

1. When a document is served by more than one authorized method,

service shall be deemed complete upon the earliest effective method

of service.

2. Service by electronic mail, when authorized, shall be deemed

complete upon transmission to the electronic service address of

record, and shall control for purposes of calculating any applicable

deadlines.

3. The transmission of a document by United States mail or other means

following electronic service, including the mailing of a courtesy copy,

shall not affect the date of service or extend any applicable time

period unless otherwise ordered by the Tribal Court.

4. A courtesy copy provided by mail or other means does not constitute

service unless it independently complies with the requirements of

these Rules.

1.10 Forms 

(a) Adoption. The Chief Judge may adopt forms for mandatory or optional use
by the parties. Forms required or authorized under these Rules shall be adopted
by the Chief Judge. Forms shall be considered mandatory unless the form bears
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the words “Optional Form” on the bottom right corner of the first page. 

(b) Proofs of Service. Proofs of service are incorporated within some forms
solely for the convenience of the parties. A party may use an included proof of
service or any other proper proof of service.

1.11 Citations/Copies of Cases 

Citations to cases and other authorities in all documents filed in the Tribal Court must 
be in the style established by the most recent version of The Bluebook: A Uniform 
System of Citation. Copies of cases and other authorities cited in the pleadings must be 
provided to the Tribal Court attached to the pleadings containing the citations. Self-
represented parties shall make reasonable efforts to substantially comply with the 
citation standards of the most recent version of The Bluebook: A Uniform System of 
Citation. The Tribal Court may accept reasonable deviations where the authority cited is 
clearly identifiable. The Tribal Court may dispense with this requirement where doing 
so would promote efficiency or access to justice. 

1.12 Contempt of Court 

(a) Intentional and unjustifiable behavior by any person, which disrupts,
obstructs, or otherwise interferes with the conduct of any proceeding of
the Tribal Court, or which obstructs or interferes with the administration
of justice by the Tribal Court, including disobedience or resistance to, or
interference with, any lawful summons, subpoena, process, order, Rule,
term of probation, sentence, decree, or command of the Tribal Court,
including failure to appear for a Tribal Court date, shall constitute
contempt of Tribal Court.

(b) When contempt of Tribal Court is committed in the presence of the Tribal
Court it may be addressed summarily by the Tribal Court. In such case, an
order shall be made reciting the facts and law constituting the contempt,
finding the person to have committed contempt, and prescribing the
consequence.

(c) When it appears to the Tribal Court that a contempt has been committed
out of the presence of the Tribal Court, the Tribal Court may issue a
summons to the person alleged to have committed contempt directing the
person to appear at a time and place designated for hearing on the matter.
The person shall be entitled to notice of the specific conduct alleged to
constitute contempt and an opportunity to be heard.

(d) A person found to have committed contempt of Tribal Court may be
sanctioned with a fine not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000.00).
Any sanction imposed for contempt of Tribal Court shall be proportional
to the conduct at issue and limited to that which is reasonably necessary to
protect the integrity, authority, and orderly administration of the Tribal
Court.
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1.13 Perjury 

(a) A person who knowingly gives false testimony when under oath in a
proceeding before the Tribal Court commits perjury. Any person who, in
any Tribal Court-related proceeding or document filed with this Tribal
Court, declares or certifies under penalty of perjury and willfully states as
true any material matter which he or she knows to be false commits
perjury.

(b) In the event of perjury, the Tribal Court may take any necessary action to
reconsider issues of fact or law previously decided or under dispute in the
pending matter. The Tribal Court may also refer the matter to the
appropriate Tribal authority for further proceedings consistent with Tribal
law.

(c) A person who commits perjury may be subject to a fine not to exceed five
thousand dollars ($5,000.00).

1.14 Behavior in Court 

The Chief Judge may adopt, publish, and enforce Rules, not inconsistent with Tribal law 
or these Rules, for governing the behavior of all persons appearing before, attending 
proceedings, or visiting the Tribal Court. 

1.15 Severability 

If any part of these Rules or their application to any person or circumstance is held 
invalid, the remainder of the Rules or their application to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected. 

1.16 Sanctions for Rule Violations 

(a) Sanctions

Sanctions under this Section are intended to ensure compliance with these 
Rules and to protect the integrity of proceedings. In addition to any other 
sanctions permitted by law or these Rules, the Tribal Court may order a 
person, after written notice and an opportunity to be heard, to pay 
reasonable monetary sanctions to the Tribal Court or an aggrieved person, 
or both, for failure without good cause to comply with the applicable 
Rules. For the purposes of this Rule, “person” means a party, a party's 
counsel, a witness, and any individual or entity whose consent is necessary 
for the disposition of the case. If a failure to comply with an applicable 
Rule is the responsibility of counsel and not of the party, any penalty must 
be imposed on counsel and must not adversely affect the party's cause of 
action or defense thereto. Any sanction imposed shall be proportionate to 
the violation and limited to that necessary to deter repetition and protect 
the integrity of the proceeding. 
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(b) Notice and Procedure

(1) Sanctions must not be imposed under this Rule except on noticed
motion by the party seeking sanctions or on the Tribal Court's own
motion after the Tribal Court has provided notice and an
opportunity to be heard. A party's motion for sanctions must:

(a) State the applicable Rule that has been violated;

(b) Describe the specific conduct that is alleged to have violated
the Rule; and

(c) Identify the counsel, law firm, party, witness, or other person
against whom sanctions are sought.

(2) The Tribal Court on its own motion may issue an order to show
cause that must: 

(a) State the applicable Rule that has been violated;

(b) Describe the specific conduct that appears to have violated
the Rule; and

(c) Direct the counsel, law firm, advocate, party, witness, or
other person to show cause why the sanctions should not be
imposed against them for violation of the Rule.

(c) Award of Expenses

In addition to the sanctions awardable under subsection (a) of this Rule,
the Tribal Court may order the person who has violated an applicable Rule
to pay to the party aggrieved by the violation that party's reasonable
expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees and costs, incurred in
connection with the motion for sanctions or the order to show cause.

(d) Order

An order imposing sanctions must be in writing and must recite in detail
the conduct or circumstances justifying the order.

1.17 Publishing of Opinions and Orders 

(a) Authority. Publication of opinions of the Tribal Court shall be governed by

the Judiciary Board pursuant to Tribal law.

(b) Transmission to Judiciary Board. Written opinions of the Appellate Court

shall be transmitted to the Judiciary Board for publication in accordance

with policies adopted by the Judiciary Board. Upon the establishment and

operation of the Supreme Court as provided by amendment to the Judicial
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Code and other applicable Tribal law, written opinions of the Supreme Court 

shall likewise be transmitted to the Judiciary Board for publication. 

(c) Redaction by the Rendering Court. Prior to transmission for publication, the

rendering Court may order redaction of confidential information, the

identity of minors or protected persons, sensitive information, or other

protected matters as required by Tribal law or Court order.

(d) Redaction by the Judiciary Board. The Judiciary Board may make non-

substantive formatting modifications and may apply additional redactions as

necessary for publication, including removal or protection of confidential

information, personal identifying information, or other sensitive matters,

consistent with Tribal law. The Judiciary Board shall not alter the legal

reasoning, findings, holdings, or legal effect of any final judgment, opinion,

or order issued by the Tribal Court.

(e) Non-Publication or Depublication. The Judiciary Board may determine that

an opinion shall not be published or may order that a previously published

opinion be depublished, consistent with its authority under Tribal law.

(f) Precedential Effect. Published opinions of the Appellate and Supreme Courts

shall constitute binding precedent on all lower courts of the Nation unless

modified or overruled by the Tribal Court or Tribal law.

(g) Trial Court Orders. Written opinions of the Trial Court may be published for

purposes of transparency and legal guidance. Trial Court opinions are not

binding precedent, but may be cited as persuasive authority.

(h) Implementation. The provisions of this Section relating to the Supreme

Court shall apply upon the establishment and operation of that court as

provided by Tribal law. Until such time, any reference in this Section to the

Supreme Court shall be construed to refer to the Appellate Court, which shall

exercise the authority and functions described herein, consistent with Tribal

law.

(i) Minute Orders. The Tribal Court may issue minute orders to memorialize

proceedings, rulings, or directives of the Tribal Court. Minute orders are

intended to provide an efficient written record of the Tribal Court’s actions

and may summarize the substance of rulings without a full written opinion

unless otherwise required by Tribal law or ordered by the Tribal Court.

Minute orders shall have the force and effect of an order of the Tribal Court

unless otherwise specified. Minute orders may be issued in written or

electronic form.
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(j) Minute Summary. The Tribal Court may direct the Court Clerk to issue a

Minute Summary to memorialize proceedings, rulings, or directives of the

Tribal Court. A Minute Summary shall be prepared by the Court Clerk,

signed by the Court Clerk and served on all parties. Minute Summaries are

intended to provide an efficient written record and prompt notice of the

Tribal Court’s actions and may summarize the substance of rulings without a

full written opinion unless otherwise required by Tribal law or ordered by

the Tribal Court. A written order shall follow as directed by the Tribal Court.

Minute Summaries are advisory in nature, shall not be published, and shall

not constitute a final judgment or precedential authority unless incorporated

into a subsequent written order of the Tribal Court.

1.18  Hearings and Case Management 

For purposes of scheduling and case management, the Tribal Court may conduct 

hearings including, but not limited to, the following. Such hearings are intended to 

promote the efficient and orderly resolution of matters, to simplify and narrow issues, to 

discourage unnecessary motion practice or delay, to facilitate settlement where 

appropriate, and to ensure that cases are prepared for adjudication in a fair and timely 

manner. 

(a) Initial or Case Management Hearing. A hearing to determine service,

address preliminary matters, and establish a scheduling order or other case

management directives. A scheduling order may set deadlines for responsive

pleadings, discovery, motion practice, mediation, pre-trial submissions, and

trial. When one or more parties are self-represented, the Tribal Court shall

explain scheduling requirements in plain language and may issue simplified or

modified scheduling orders appropriate to the nature of the case.

(b) Status Hearing. A hearing to review case progress or compliance with prior

Tribal Court orders, including matters subject to continuing supervision.

(c) Pre-Trial Hearing. A hearing to address motions, evidentiary issues,

settlement discussions, and readiness for trial.

(d) Trial. A proceeding at which evidence is received for adjudication on the

merits.

(e) Emergency or Ex Parte Hearing. A hearing conducted on an expedited basis

as authorized by Tribal law or Tribal Court order.

(f) Scheduling of Initial Hearing. Unless otherwise provided by Tribal law or

required for due process, an initial or case management hearing may be set
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within twenty-one (21) calendar days after proof of service of the initiating 

pleading is filed. The Tribal Court may advance or extend this time for good 

cause shown or when necessary to ensure due process. 

(g) Additional Authority. The Tribal Court retains discretion to designate,

combine, modify, or conduct additional types of hearings as necessary to ensure

the orderly and expeditious administration of justice.

(h) Tribally Grounded Practices. The Tribal Court may, where appropriate and

consistent with Tribal law and due process, incorporate culturally grounded

practices, peacemaking approaches, or community-based dispute resolution

methods in the management or resolution of matters before the Tribal Court.

(i) Notice of Hearings. Unless otherwise provided by Tribal law or ordered by

the Tribal Court, reasonable notice of hearings shall be provided to all parties. In

determining what constitutes reasonable notice, the Tribal Court may consider

the method of service, the nature and urgency of the matter, and applicable time

standards set forth in Tribal law. The Tribal Court may shorten or extend notice

periods as necessary to ensure due process and the fair administration of justice.

(j) Remote Appearances.

1. Authority. The Tribal Court may permit or require appearances by

telephone, videoconference, or other remote means on its own

motion or upon motion of a party. The Tribal Court may establish

procedures governing remote participation to ensure fairness,

reliability, and the integrity of proceedings, including requirements

that participants be simultaneously heard and, where applicable,

seen.

2. In-Person Appearances Presumed. Absent a Court order, parties,

counsel, and witnesses are expected to appear in person. A party

seeking to appear remotely bears the burden of demonstrating good

cause.

3. Motions for Remote Appearance. A party seeking to appear

remotely shall file and serve a motion within a reasonable time in

advance of the proceeding, stating the specific basis for the motion.

The moving party bears the burden of demonstrating good cause. In

determining good cause, the Tribal Court may consider the totality

of the circumstances, including factors such as significant travel

distance, medical issues, caregiving responsibilities, scheduling

conflicts with other court proceedings, and whether remote
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appearance would promote efficiency without compromising 

fairness or the integrity of the proceeding. Financial considerations 

may be considered as part of the overall showing, but shall not, 

standing alone, constitute good cause. Convenience alone is 

insufficient absent additional justification. The Tribal Court may 

require that such motions be submitted on a form approved by the 

Chief Judge. The form may establish specific timelines, required 

information, and additional guidance for motions for remote 

appearance.  

4. Policy Considerations Supporting In-Person Appearances. Parties

are encouraged to appear in person when practicable. In-person

appearances promote the fair and efficient administration of justice

by allowing for direct interaction with the Tribal Court, facilitating

the presentation of evidence, and providing opportunities for

parties and counsel to engage with one another before and after

proceedings. Such interactions may assist in clarifying issues,

narrowing disputes, and, where appropriate, fostering resolution.

The Tribal Court may consider these benefits when evaluating

motions for remote appearance.

5. Emergencies. In emergency or unforeseen circumstances, a motion

for remote appearance may be made on shortened notice or orally.

The Tribal Court may rule without full compliance with subsection

(3) upon a showing of good cause.

6. Conditions. The Tribal Court may grant a motion for remote

appearance subject to conditions necessary to ensure the orderly

conduct of proceedings, including requirements related to

technology, identification of participants, administration of oaths,

access to exhibits, confidentiality, and the ability of all participants

to fully participate.

7. Technology and Preparation. A person appearing remotely is

responsible for ensuring access to reliable technology sufficient to

be clearly heard and, where applicable, seen. Parties shall ensure

that exhibits are exchanged or submitted in advance as directed by

the Tribal Court and that they are able to review and present

evidence during the proceeding. Failure to comply with these

requirements may result in the denial or termination of the remote

appearance or other appropriate orders.
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8. Video Participation. Unless otherwise ordered by the Tribal Court,

any person appearing by videoconference shall have the camera

enabled for the duration of the proceeding. A party may request

permission to appear without video upon a showing of good cause,

including technological limitations or other substantial reasons.

9. Decorum and Conduct. A person appearing remotely is subject to

the same rules of decorum, conduct, and confidentiality as if

physically present in the courtroom. Remote participants shall not

engage in conduct that disrupts the proceeding and shall follow all

instructions of the Tribal Court. The Tribal Court may impose

appropriate measures or sanctions to address any failure to comply

with these requirements.

10. Failure to Appear Properly. If a party appears remotely without

authorization, fails to comply with the requirements of this Section,

or is unable to meaningfully participate due to technological

deficiencies, the Tribal Court may continue the matter, require an

in-person appearance, or make such other orders as are just,

including consideration of any resulting delay or expense.

11. Discretion. The determination whether to permit a remote

appearance rests within the sound discretion of the Tribal Court.

1.19 Authority of the Tribal Court 

The Tribal Court retains inherent authority to interpret and apply these Rules, control 

its proceedings, and take such actions as necessary to ensure the fair and orderly 

administration of justice. 

1.20 Effective Date and Application 

These Rules shall take effect on August 1, 2026, and shall govern all proceedings in the 

Tribal Court from that date forward, unless otherwise ordered by the Tribal Court or 

provided by Tribal law. Unless otherwise stated, these Rules shall apply to all actions 

and proceedings pending on or after the effective date. The Tribal Court may apply prior 

Rules where necessary to avoid unfair prejudice or to protect due process. 
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Title 4. Administrative Review Rules 

4.1 Definitions 

TITLE 4 

(a) "Administrative Agency" or "Agency" means a Tribal commission or agency having

power under Tribal law to make administrative decisions.

(b) "Administrative Record" means the Agency's record of the case on appeal, which

shall include 1) all documents, papers, requests, and exhibits relied upon by the

Agency in making its decision, 2) the written decision of the Agency, 3) proof of

service of the written decision to the Petitioner, and 4) if applicable, a certified

complete audio recording of the Agency hearing or transcript thereof.

(c) "Agency decision" means any final decision, order or determination of an Administrative

Agency rendered on a particular issue, which affects the legal rights, duties or privileges

of a party as set forth in governing law, regulation, or policy.

(d) "Appellate Court" means the Appellate Court of the San Manuel Tribal Court.

(e) "Petitioner" is the party who files the appeal.

(f) "Respondent" is the party who defends against the appeal.

(g) "Trial Court" means the Trial Court of the San Manuel Tribal Court.

4.2 Scope of Rules 

These Rules govern the procedures in the Trial Court of the San Manuel Tribal Court for judicial 
review of an Agency decision. To the extent any of these Rules conflict with applicable Tribal 
law, such Tribal law shall govern. 

4.3 Right of Appeal of Agency Decision 

(a) Only those appeals authorized by Tribal law shall be subject to review by the Trial Court
pursuant to these Rules. For purposes of clarity, this Title 4 shall not apply to reviews of
decisions of a Tribal agency, department, or instrumentality made pursuant to SMTC
Chapter 15 (Gaming Facility Tort Liability Act), Chapter 21 (Gaming Enterprise Workers'
Compensation Act), Chapter 21A (Tribal Workers' Compensation Act), or any other

Tribal law or regulation that contemplates Trial Court review beyond an administrative
record.

(b) The Trial Court shall hear and decide appeals filed under these Rules.

(c) A person aggrieved by an Agency decision may seek judicial review of the Agency

decision as authorized by applicable Tribal law, provided the party has first
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exhausted all Agency remedies as required by Tribal law. 

4.4 Commencement of Appeal of Agency Decision 

(a) Parties may appeal Agency decisions only by filing a Notice of Appeal with the Trial

Court and the applicable Agency within the timefrarne set out by the applicable Tribal

law. Failure to appeal within this time frame renders the Agency decision unappealable.

(b) The Notice of Appeal shall, at a minimum, include:

(1) The name, title, address and telephone number of Petitioner or Petitioner's

counsel;

(2) The date the Agency decision was served upon Petitioner;

(3) A statement of the Trial Court's jurisdiction;

( 4) A concise factual statement of the Agency decision ( attachment of a copy of the
Agency decision will satisfy this requirement);

( 5) The nature of the relief being sought;

(6) A concise statement of the reasons for the appeal; and

(7) The signature of Petitioner or Petitioner's counsel.

(c) Failure to provide any of the items described in 4.4(b) shall be grounds for the Trial

Court to deny the Notice of Appeal.

(d) A Notice of Appeal filed by a prose party shall not be dismissed for informality or

defect in form or title so long as it complies with 4.4(b) of these Rules, provided the

Notice of Appeal shall be in a legible format.

(e) Except as permitted in paragraph (d) above, the Notice of Appeal shall be typewritten or

electronically prepared in Times New Roman font, size 12 font, double spaced, on 8.5" x

11" paper with a one-inch margin at the top, bottom and sides of each page.

(f) Petitioner shall file with the Trial Court one (1) original and two (2) copies of a Notice

of Appeal.

(g) Petitioner shall promptly serve a copy of the filed Notice of Appeal on Respondent by

personal service or certified mail, and return a completed proof of service to the Court

Clerk, within five (5) days of filing the Notice of Appeal with the Court.

(h) Respondent may file a written statement challenging the jurisdiction of the Trial Court
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with the Court clerk within five (5) Court Days after receiving a copy of the Notice of 

Appeal. Failure to challenge jurisdiction in this way does not preclude Respondent from 
raising a jurisdictional challenge in his/her answer brief. 

4.5 Fees 

All filing fees shall be paid in accordance with the Tribal Court's schedule of Court fees, unless 
applicable Tribal law provides for an appeal at no cost to Petitioner. If Petitioner is unable to pay 
a fee due to the Court, a motion to waive the fee may be filed with the Trial Court for its 
determination within five (5) days of the fee being due and owing. 

4.6 Acceptance or Denial of Appeal of Agency Decision 

(a) Notice of Acceptance. Upon a preliminary finding of jurisdiction and that the Notice

of Appeal is proper, the Trial Court shall issue and promptly serve to the parties, by

personal service or certified mail, a written Order accepting an appeal within ten (10)

Court Days after the Notice of Appeal is filed.

(b) Denial of Appeal. If the Trial Court denies an appeal, the Court shall issue and promptly

serve to the parties, by personal service or certified mail, a written Order denying the

appeal within ten (10) Court Days after the Notice of Appeal is filed. The Order shall

include the Trial Court's reasons for denying the appeal on the basis of a finding by the

Trial Court that i) it is without jurisdiction to hear the appeal, ii) that the Notice of

Appeal has not been properly filed, iii) that the Notice of Appeal has not been properly
served upon Respondent within the required timeframe, or iv) the Notice of Appeal raises a
claim that has been previously decided by a final decision of the Tribal Court or a binding
decision of any other court or forum of competent jurisdiction.

4. 7 Submission of Administrative Record 

(a) Filing of Administrative Record. Within thirty-five (35) days after the Tribal Court issues

and serves upon the parties a written Order accepting the appeal, Respondent shall file

with the Trial Court, and serve upon Petitioner through personal service or certified mail,

a copy of the Administrative Record. Respondent shall return a completed proof of
service to the Court Clerk within five (5) days of executing such service upon Petitioner.

(b) Redaction of Sensitive Information. Respondent shall redact or exclude all personal
identifying information from the Administrative Record, and may redact or exclude other
sensitive documents and exhibits from the Administrative Record. However, the Trial

Court in its discretion, or upon motion of Petitioner, may review in camera unredacted
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records in the interests of justice and issue a determination as to whether redacted 
information must be disclosed to Petitioner. Upon such determination by the Trial Court, 

the Court may make the unredacted information available for confidential viewing by 
Petitioner at the Tribal Court. Respondent may attend such confidential viewing to ensure 

proper security protocols are followed regarding the handling and display of sensitive 
information. 

4.8 Filing and Serving Briefs 

(a) Petitioner Opening Brief. Petitioner shall submit an opening brief to the Trial Court
within thirty (30) days after being served with a copy of the Administrative Record.
Petitioner shall promptly serve Respondent with a copy of the opening brief by certified
mail or personal service, with proof of service filed with the Trial Court, no later than ten

( 10) days after filing the brief with the Court.

(b) Respondent Response Brief. Respondent shall file a response brief within twenty (20)
days after service of Petitioner's brief. If Petitioner did not submit an opening brief within the
time provided by this Rule, or as extended by the Tribal Court, Respondent shall still have the
opportunity to file a brief pursuant to this Rule 4.8(b). Respondent shall serve Petitioner with a
copy of the filed brief by certified mail or personal service, with proof of service filed with the
Trial Court, no later than ten (10) days after filing the brief with the Court.

(c) Petitioner Reply Brief. Petitioner may file a reply brief, addressing only matters raised

in Respondent's response brief, within ten (10) days after service of the Respondent's
Response brief. Petitioner shall serve Respondent with a copy of the reply brief by
certified mail or personal service, with proof of service filed with the Trial Court, no
later than ten ( 10) days after filing the brief with the Court.

4.9 Form and Content of Briefs

(a) A brief filed by a pro se party shall not be dismissed for defect in form or title, provided
the brief shall be in a legible format, with page numbers at the bottom center of the
page. A pro se party may request relief from complying with subsections ( c )2 and ( c )9
of this Rule 4.9, unless a Court form is available for use by the prose party.

(b) Except as permitted in subsection (a) above, the brief shall be typewritten or
electronically prepared in Times New Roman font, size 12 font, double spaced, on 8.5" x
11" paper with a one-inch margin at the top, bottom and sides of each page.

(c) Briefs shall include the following:
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(1) A cover page stating the name of the Court, the numbers assigned to the case by

the Trial Court, the Agency from which the appeal is taken, and the name, address

and phone number of the party (or their counsel) filing the brief;

(2) A table of contents with page references, a table of authorities alphabetically

arranged (including titles and page numbers), and the location in the brief by

page where such authorities are referenced;

(3) A brief statement of the basis for the Court's jurisdiction, including citations to

governing law, regulation, or policy;

(4) A brief statement of the case, not to exceed five (5) pages, which indicates the

nature of the case, the course of the proceedings, and the Agency decision;

(5) A statement of the facts relevant to the issues presented for review with

appropriate references to the Administrative Record;

(6) An argument in support of the issues presented for review, with citations to

authorities and the Administrative Record, addressing all issues raised in

Petitioner's Notice of Appeal;

(7) A short conclusion precisely stating the relief sought, not to exceed one page;

(8) Copies of all non-Tribal laws, rules, or regulations cited, attached as

addenda;and

(9) Except by permission of the Trial Court, opening and response briefs shall not
exceed twenty (20) pages, and reply briefs shall not exceed ten (10) pages.

4.10 Oral argument

(a) Oral argument is not required, but may be conducted as set forth in this Rule or

applicable Tribal law. Any party may request oral argument in writing within fifteen (15)

days of the conclusion of the briefing required pursuant to Rule 4.9. The request must be

filed with the Court Clerk with proof of service on the other party.

(b) The Trial Court may grant a party's request for oral argument, or order oral argument

upon its own discretion, if the Court finds that oral argument will assist it in making its

determination.

(c) The Trial Court shall issue and serve upon the parties an order denying, accepting, or

ordering oral argument within five (5) days of making such determination. An order

accepting or ordering oral argument shall set forth the date, time, location, and time

allotted to each party for the oral argument.
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( d) A requesting party may withdraw a request for oral argument in writing and file the

request with the Tribal Court, with proof of service on the other party, no later than five

(5) Court Days before the date of the scheduled hearing.

(e) If the Petitioner fails to appear or if neither party appears, the appeal may be dismissed or

decided solely on the briefs and the Administrative Record, at the discretion of the Tribal

Court Judge or upon motion at the oral argument.

4.11 Standard of Review

(a) The Trial Court shall hear administrative review cases based on applicable Tribal laws

and regulations. However, the Trial Court may look to persuasive authority, in

accordance with the San Manuel Judicial Code, Section 22.5.l(b), where Tribal laws and

regulations are not sufficiently applicable or determinative of the issue.

(b) Unless otherwise required by applicable Tribal law, the Trial Court shall limit its

review to the Notice of Appeal, the Administrative Record, and the written briefs filed

by the parties. The Trial Court shall decide only those issues properly raised in the

Notice of Appeal, the Administrative Record, and the written briefs. The Trial Court

shall review the Agency decision and set aside any decision, action, findings, or

conclusions by the Agency that the Trial Court finds to be arbitrary and capricious or

an abuse of discretion. For purposes of these rules, the terms "arbitrary and

capricious" and "abuse of discretion" shall be construed to include, but are not limited

to, Agency decisions unsupported by substantial evidence or otherwise not in

accordance with applicable Tribal or federal law.

4.12 Stay of Agency Decision Pending Appeal

(a) A stay of the Agency decision for money damages, pending the appeal, shall be deemed

automatically granted by operation of Tribal law in any case where the Trial Court has

issued a written Order accepting the appeal.

(b) There shall be no right of a stay of an Agency decision pertaining to a license or permit

issued or denied by an Agency.

(c) A party may request a stay pending the appeal, for anything other than the enforcement of

money damages and a licensing decision, by motion to the Tribal Court, which shall

include:

(1) Name, address, and telephone number of the party requesting the motion;

(2) The reasons for the motion;

(3) Affidavits or sworn statements supporting the motion;
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( 4) Relevant parts of the record; and

(5) Certification of service of the motion on all parties.

( d) The Tribal Court shall issue an order granting or denying a motion for a stay of

the Agency decision pending appeal within five (5) Court Days of the motion

being filed.

4.13 Decision

(a) The Trial Court may dismiss the appeal, affirm the Agency decision being reviewed,

reverse the decision in whole or in part, vacate the decision and remand the case back to

the Agency for further proceedings, or take any other action as the merits of the case

and the interest of justice may require.

(b) The decision of the Trial Court shall be issued in writing no later than ninety (90)

days after the date the Court determines the case is submitted for decision. The

decision shall be final, unless applicable Tribal law authorizes further appeal to the

Appellate Court.

(c) The Court Clerk shall serve all parties with a copy of the decision with proof of service
within five (5) days of issuing the decision.

4.14 Further Appeal

A party may request review of any final judgment of the Trial Court by appeal to the Appellate 

Court of the San Manuel Tribal Court if such appeal is authorized by Tribal law. Such appeal 

shall be governed by applicable Tribal law and the Trial Court Rules of Appellate Procedure, 

and the Appellate Court's review shall be limited to a review of the Trial Court's record on 

appeal. Notwithstanding other standards of review set forth in the Tribal Court Rules of 

Appellate Procedure, the Appellate Court shall review issues of law de novo, but shall review 

issues of fact only for clear error. 

4.15 Voluntary Dismissal, Stipulation 

(a) The Trial Court may issue an order dismissing the appeal on the motion of the

Petitioner.

(b) The Trial Court may issue an order dismissing the appeal upon the filing of a stipulation

for dismissal which specifies the terms of the stipulation, and is signed by all the parties.

4.16 Rules by Trial Court

In all matters or cases not provided for by these Rules, the Trial Court may regulate its practice 
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in a manner consistent with these Rules, Tribal law and regulation, and Court administrative 

orders. 

4.17 Modification of Time 

The Trial Court may modify schedules for good cause shown or as the interests of justice may 

require, provided the time period to file a Notice of Appeal shall not be modified. 
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San Manuel Rules of Court Title 7: Judicial Conduct (approved 3-9-26) Page 1 of 7  

Title 7: Rules of Judicial Conduct 

7.1 Scope of Rules 

(a) The Rules of Judicial Conduct establish the standard that governs the conduct of
all San Manuel Tribal Court judges. These Rules are not intended to be an
exhaustive guide to judicial conduct and judges should avoid all other activities
that could appear improper. These Rules are to be applied consistently with the
enacted laws of the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation (“Nation”), Rules of
Court, decisional law, and in the context of all relevant circumstances.

(b) In interpreting and applying these Rules, the San Manuel Tribal Court and
reviewing bodies may look for guidance to generally accepted principles of
judicial ethics, including the American Bar Association Model Code of Judicial
Conduct and, where instructive and not inconsistent with Tribal law or values,
the California Code of Judicial Ethics. Such authorities are persuasive only and
shall not create substantive rights, causes of action, or grounds for discipline
beyond those expressly set forth in these Rules or the laws of the Nation.

7.2 Applicability of Rules 

The Rules of Judicial Conduct apply to any person, whether or not an attorney, who is 
an officer of the San Manuel Tribal Court and is performing judicial functions. A person 
is an officer of the San Manuel Tribal Court if that person is serving in a paid or 
appointed San Manuel Tribal Court position or has been requested or designated to 
perform a duty by the San Manuel Tribal Court. This Rule does not apply to 
plaintiffs/petitioners, defendants/respondents, or attorneys who appear before the San 
Manuel Tribal Court related to a cause of action. 

7.3 Integrity and Independence of the Judiciary 

(a) A judge shall uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary. An
independent and honorable judiciary is essential to justice in the Tribal
community. A Tribal judge should participate in establishing, maintaining,
and enforcing high standards of conduct, and shall personally observe
those standards so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary will
be preserved.

(b) Judges shall maintain separation between their judicial functions and the
functions of the Nation’s governing body and shall avoid any conduct or
duty that violates such a separation. Nothing in this Section shall be
construed to prohibit Constitutionally or statutorily required
administrative reporting, consultation, or budgetary coordination with the
Judiciary Board or the Governing Council. Such reporting and
consultation shall not interfere with, or influence, the independent
exercise of judicial decision-making in any pending or impending matter.
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(c) A judge shall not serve as an elected governmental official of the Nation,
nor accept appointment to any other tribal position with the Nation,
during the judge's term on the San Manuel Tribal Court.

7.4 Impropriety and the Appearance of Impropriety 

(a) A judge shall respect and comply with the laws of the Nation and shall act
at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity
and impartiality of the Tribal judiciary.

(b) A judge shall not allow family, social, political, or other relationships to
influence the judge’s judicial conduct.

(c) A judge shall not attempt to use the prestige of their judicial office to
advance the private interests of the judge and/or others, nor shall they
convey the impression that anyone has special influence on them as a
judge; however, a judge may refer to their position while engaged in the
service of the legal profession, so long as the judge makes clear that their
statements and position are not made as a representative of the San
Manuel Tribal Court or the Nation.

(d) A judge shall not testify voluntarily as a character witness in a cause of
action before the San Manuel Tribal Court.

(e) A judge should not allow activity as a member of an organization to cast
doubt on the judge's ability to perform the function of the office in a
manner consistent with the Nation’s Rules of Judicial Conduct, the laws of
the Nation, and the Constitutions of the Nation and the United States. A
judge should be particularly cautious with regard to membership activities
that discriminate, or appear to discriminate, on the basis of race, gender,
or other protected personal characteristics. Nothing in this section should
be interpreted to diminish a judge's right to the free exercise of religion.

7.5 Performance of Duties Impartially and Diligently 

(a) A judge shall perform the duties of the office impartially and diligently.
The judicial duties of the judge include all the duties of the office as
prescribed by the enacted laws of the Nation. In the performance of these
duties, the following standards apply:

(1) Adjudicative responsibilities:

(a) A judge shall hear and decide matters assigned to the judge,
except those in which disqualification is required.

(b) A judge shall adhere to the laws of the Nation. A judge shall
not be swayed by partisan interests, public clamor, political
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pressure, or fear of criticism, and shall resist influences on 
the San Manuel Tribal Court by other Tribal officials, 
governmental officials, or any others attempting to 
improperly influence the judge. 

(c) A judge shall be patient, dignified, and courteous to litigants,
witnesses, attorneys, advocates, and others with whom they
deal in their official capacity, and should require similar
conduct of other persons in Tribal Court proceedings and
those Tribal Court personnel who are subject to the judge's
discretion and control.

(d) A judge shall perform judicial duties without bias or
prejudice and shall not permit others subject to the judge's
control to manifest, by words or conduct, bias or prejudice
based upon race, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age,
sexual orientation or socioeconomic status against parties,
witnesses, counsel, or others. However, this section does not
preclude legitimate advocacy when any of these
classifications are issues in a proceeding.

(e) A judge shall accord to every person who has a legal interest
in a proceeding, or their legal counsel, a full right to be heard
according to the Tribal law of the Nation.

(f) A judge shall refrain from all out-of-court or other
communications with parties, witnesses, tribal officials,
agents, or others concerning a pending proceeding unless all
parties to the proceedings are present or represented.
However, a judge may:

(i) Permit ex parte communication for scheduling,
administrative, or emergency purposes, but only when
circumstances necessitate it and in appropriate
circumstances a hearing is scheduled as soon as
practical and if the ex parte communication does not
address substantive matters and the judge reasonably
believes that no party will gain a procedural,
substantive, or tactical advantage as a result of the ex
parte communication; or

(ii) Obtain the written advice of a disinterested expert on
federal, state, or Tribal law, custom or tradition.

(g) A judge shall maintain order in the Tribal Court.

(h) A judge shall dispose promptly of the business of the Tribal
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Court. 

(i) A judge shall not comment publicly on any proceeding
pending in Tribal Court and shall also prohibit other Tribal
Court personnel from making such public comment.

(2) Administrative Responsibilities:

(a) A judge shall discharge the judge's administrative
responsibilities without bias or prejudice and shall maintain
professional competence in judicial administration. A judge
should cooperate with other judges and Tribal Court officials
in the administration of Tribal Court business.

(b) A judge shall diligently discharge the judge's administrative
responsibilities in an efficient and expeditious manner.

(c) A judge shall require their staff and Tribal Court officials to
observe high standards of honesty and diligence.

(3) Disqualification:

(a) A judge shall disqualify themselves in a proceeding in which
their impartiality may reasonably be questioned, including
instances where:

(i) The judge has a personal bias or prejudice concerning
a party or personal knowledge of disputed evidentiary
facts;

(ii) The judge served as attorney, advocate, or personal
representative in the matter before the San Manuel
Tribal Court within the past twelve months, or a
person with whom the judge has been associated in a
professional capacity served as a lawyer, advocate or
personal representative concerning the matter within
the past twelve months;

(iii) The judge knows that they individually (or any
member of the judge's family) has a financial interest
in the subject matter in controversy or in a party to
the proceeding, or has any other interest that could be
substantially affected by the proceedings; and

(iv) The judge, their spouse, or a person in reasonably
close family relationship to either of them, or the
spouse of such a person, is:
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(1) A party to the proceeding, or an officer,
director, or trustee of a party;

(2) Acting as an attorney or advocate in the
proceeding;

(3) Known by the judge to have an interest that
could be substantially affected by the outcome
of the proceeding; or

(4) To the judge's knowledge, likely to be a
material witness in the proceeding.

(4) Alternative to Disqualification. A judge disqualified by the terms of
Section 7.5(3) may, instead of withdrawing from the proceeding,
disclose on the record the basis of the judge’s disqualification. If
based on such disclosure, the parties and attorneys, independently
of the judge's participation, all agree in writing that the judge's
participation is not prejudicial or that their financial interest is
insubstantial, the judge is no longer disqualified, and may
participate in the proceeding. The agreement, signed by all parties
and attorneys, shall be incorporated in the record of the proceeding.

7.6 Extra Judicial Activities 

(a) A judge shall conduct all of the judge's extra judicial activities so that they
do not:

(1) Cast reasonable doubt on the judge's capacity to act impartially as a
judge; 

(2) Demean the judicial office; or

(3) Demean the reputation of the Nation or any of its economic
enterprises.

(b) A judge who is appointed to serve the San Manuel Tribal Court on a full-
time basis may write, lecture, teach, and speak on legal and non-legal
subjects, and engage in the arts, sports, and other social and recreational
activities of the Nation, or elsewhere, if these activities do not interfere
with the performance of their duties to the Nation. Part-time judges are
only subject to the restrictions enumerated in Section 7.6(a) above.

(c) A judge shall not participate in any activity of an organization if it is likely
that the organization will be involved in proceedings which would
ordinarily come before him or her or will be involved in adversary
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proceedings in the San Manuel Tribal Court. 

(d) A judge shall not use or permit the use of the prestige of judicial office for
political fundraising or political party membership solicitation.

(e) A judge shall not publicly endorse or oppose candidates for Tribal or non-
Tribal public office, nor engage in political activity that would reasonably
call into question that judge’s independence, integrity, or impartiality.

(f) Judges should be mindful of financial, business, and fiduciary interests
that may create recurring conflicts or the appearance of influence, and
should take reasonable steps to minimize such conflicts, including
disclosure when appropriate.

(g) If a judge is hired as a part time judge, such a Tribal judge may accept
other employment and participate in the operation of a business, including
the practice of law, except that the judge shall not practice law either as a
lawyer or an advocate in the San Manuel Tribal Court.

(h) Except as allowed by the laws of the Nation, neither a judge nor a member
of their family should accept a gift, bequest, favor, or loan from anyone
which would affect or appear to affect their impartiality in judicial
proceedings, or the judge's appearance of fairness.

(i) A judge may represent the Nation on ceremonial occasions or in
connection with historical, educational, and cultural activities.

(j) A judge’s use of electronic communications, social media, and online
platforms shall be conducted in a manner consistent with these Rules and
shall not create the appearance of bias, ex parte communication,
disclosure of confidential information, or misuse of judicial office.

7.7 Complaint Process 

(a) Complaints shall be filed in writing with the Judiciary Board, or designated office,
using an approved form. At minimum, complaints must include: (1) complainant
contact information, (2) judge’s name and role, (3) case numbers if applicable,
(4) specific facts, dates, and witnesses, (5) copies of relevant materials, and (6)
requested relief, if any. The Judiciary Board, or designated office, shall
acknowledge receipt within seven (7) days and assign a docket number. Any
person affected, counsel, Tribal Court staff, or the Chief Judge may file a
complaint. Anonymous complaints may be considered if sufficiently
corroborated, but anonymity is disfavored. Complaints must be filed within one
year of the alleged conduct or discovery thereof. The Judiciary Board may accept
later filings for good cause.
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(b) Within twenty-one (21) days, the Judiciary Board shall review each complaint
and may: (1) dismiss; (2) conclude based on corrective action; or (3) appoint a
Review Panel. A complaint may be dismissed if the complaint is determined to be
frivolous, merits-related, duplicative, insubstantial, without sufficient factual
specificity, or where relief sought is appellate in nature. The Judiciary Board, or
designee, may obtain a response from the judge and resolve minor matters by
corrective action with the consent of the judge and notice to complainant. A brief
written memorandum shall state reasons for dismissal or conclusion.

(c) When an investigation is warranted for an alleged breach of the Rules of Judicial
Conduct, the Judiciary Board shall convene a Review Panel. The Review Panel
shall be comprised of the members of the Judiciary Board, the Chief Judge, and
the Presiding Appellate Court Judge. However, if the Chief Judge or Presiding
Appellate Court Judge is the object of the complaint, another appointed judge
shall be selected to serve in their stead. Any judge shall recuse themselves where
impartiality may be reasonably questioned. The Review Panel shall evaluate
alleged violations based on whether a reasonable person, aware of all relevant
circumstances, would conclude that the judge failed to comply with these Rules.
The Review Panel shall evaluate the complaint and, if the Review Panel
determines there is probable cause, shall set a date for and hold a hearing, at
which time the Review Panel shall decide whether to recommend the judge's
removal. For purposes of initiating a hearing, “probable cause” means facts and
circumstances sufficient to support a reasonable belief that a violation of the
Rules of Judicial Conduct may have occurred. The Review Panel may gather
documents, interview witnesses, take sworn statements, and retain independent
counsel or experts. The accused judge shall receive written notice of the
allegations, evidence, and rights. An accused judge may be represented by
counsel or lay advocate. An accused judge has the right to present evidence and
cross-examine witnesses at the hearing. Upon a finding of misconduct, the
Review Panel may issue a private admonition, public censure, suspension, or
recommend removal to the Governing Council. At the hearing, alleged violations
of the Rules of Judicial Conduct and any recommendations for removal shall be
proven by clear and convincing evidence. “Clear and convincing evidence” means
evidence so clear as to leave no substantial doubt and sufficiently strong to
command the unhesitating assent of a reasonable mind.

7.8 Effective Date 

Amendments to these Rules of Judicial Conduct shall take effect on May 1, 2026. Unless 
otherwise stated, amendments shall apply prospectively and shall not be the basis for 
discipline for conduct occurring prior to the effective date.  
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